Highway 1 Soquel/Morrissey Auxiliary Land Project

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)


What is the purpose of the project?

The purpose of the proposed project is to improve traffic conditions for lane changes and merges on Highway 1 between Soquel Avenue and Morrissey Boulevard, and improve pedestrian and bicycle access and safety.  Benefits of this operational improvement project include:

· Improved traffic flow and operations in historically the most heavily traveled section of Highway 1 in Santa Cruz County
· Reduced weaving and merging conflicts 

· Increased shoulder width will improve safety for disabled vehicles and for California Highway Patrol (CHP) enforcement

· Enhanced pedestrian and bicycle access via the La Fonda overcrossing

What does the project include? The project is approximately one mile long and would add auxiliary lanes on both the north and south bound directions between Soquel Avenue and Morrissey Boulevard.  In the southbound, the auxiliary lane would continue from where the Highway 1/17 Interchange Merge Lanes ended before the La Fonda Bridge to Soquel Avenue. The La Fonda Bridge would be replaced and improvements will be made to adjacent sidewalks and bike lanes. Soundwalls will be added, where warranted. 
What is an auxiliary lane?  An auxiliary lane connects the on-ramp of one interchange to the off-ramp at the next interchange and is designed to extend the merging distance thereby helping to separate traffic movements entering and exiting the freeway from mainline traffic.  It is not design to be used by through traffic.

An example of an auxiliary lane is the outside lanes on Highway 1 between the interchanges of Bay Ave/Porter St. and 41st Avenue.

Who is proposing the project?  Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission (RTC) in cooperation with
Caltrans and the Federal Highway Administration.
Project Development and Activities complete, underway or upcoming:
· Draft Environmental Document & Public Comment Period — completed Oct. 13 to Nov. 14, 2008 

· Public Hearing in Santa Cruz — held October 29, 2008

· Final Environmental Document Published with Responses to Comments — completed Fall 2009
· Detailed Design — completed April 2011 

· Permits (404, 401, 1600) - obtained (for more details see question number 25 below)

· Acquisition of Temporary Construction Easements for La Fonda Bridge- acquired 

· Coordination with Santa Cruz Schools as to methods to minimize disruption during La Fonda bridge closure- ongoing
· Utility Relocation- beginning as early as mid-2011

· Construction — scheduled to begin as soon as funds can be allocated (estimated total duration 24 months)

· Landscaping to immediately follow construction
Anticipated costs for the project?

· Total Construction Cost $18.3 million

· Total Project Costs: $22.7 million including design, environmental clearance and support
Funding Sources:

The project has secured full funding through various sources:

Federal - 2006 State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) and Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU)

State - State Corridor Mobility Improvement Account (CMIA) funding made available under Proposition 1B, which was approved by voters in Nov. 2006

Local - RTC Funds
Will it be necessary to acquire any properties as a result of the proposed project?

No properties outside the state right-of way will be required to construct the project.  The final footprint will be within existing public (state and/or local) right-of-way. Twelve utility lines will be relocated in coordination with utility providers and in accordance with Caltrans procedures.
Duration of Construction:

Project construction is expected to take 18 to 24 months.  

During this time, approximately 8 months would be required for the construction of the new La Fonda Bridge, soundwalls and retaining walls; 4 months to construct the merging lanes; 3 months to construct the new median and concrete barriers; and one month to finish the pavement delineation and signage. Following construction, it will take 4 months to install irrigation system and planting; and 1 year to establish planting and maintain roadsides.

Sequence of construction work?

The specifics of construction phasing has not yet been fully determined. Construction related public outreach will occur prior to construction announcing what to expect in the sequence of work, detours, duration of activities, noise, night work, etc. 

How long will demolition of the La Fonda Bridge take? 

Demolition of the bridge is expected to take 7–10 days.
How long will the La Fonda Overcrossing be closed total during construction?

The La Fonda bridge would be closed to vehicle traffic, pedestrians and bicycles for 6 to 9 months.  Caltrans, the RTC and the City of Santa Cruz are working with local residents, schools and businesses to minimize impacts.
Methods to minimize the impact of the La Fonda Overcrossing being closed include:
Methods for minimizing disruption for students traveling to and from local schools across the bridge are still being discussed with the neighboring schools, and the City of Santa Cruz.  A shuttle service for students and school patrons that currently walk or bike across the bridge, will be provided (details to be determined).
Night Work during construction?

Most of the work would be done during the daytime, but there would be some work at night to permit temporary highway lane closures for tasks that could interfere with mainline traffic or create hazards (such as: placing or removing concrete barriers, erecting structure falsework over the highway, demolishing the La Fonda bridge, placing pre-cast bridge segments, or connecting or conforming ramps). It is possible that the highway may need to be closed completely for a few nights.

Will there be any traffic detours for Highway 1 traffic or closing of the highway lanes?

Specifics of closures and detours will be determined in conjunction with the construction staging plan. All closures and detours will be advertised well in advance as part of the public information campaign.

During construction of the new La Fonda bridge, Highway 1 is expected to remain open (two lanes in each direction) during peak periods,  One exception will be during construction of the new columns in the median. Lane closures for this work will be scheduled during non-peak hours.
What bicycle and pedestrian improvements are included in this project?

The project will reconstruct the La Fonda Avenue overcrossing with new 5-ft-wide bike lanes and 6-ft-wide sidewalks on both sides of the bridge (replacing the single side 4- foot wide sidewalk). Sidewalk improvements would also be constructed along Rooney Street and Morrissey Boulevard between Elk Street and San Juan Avenue.  Also a raised crosswalk will be constructed on the south side of the La Fonda bridge near the Harbor High School entrance.
What is an Operational Improvement Project?

California highway projects intended to improve operations, rather than to increase freeway capacity, are evaluated on the basis of providing immediate improvement to their surrounding area.  While capacity-increasing projects are judged by their predicted effectiveness in what Caltrans calls the design year, typically 20 years after the end of construction, the project benefits of operational improvements, like the Soquel to Morrissey Auxiliary Lanes project, are expected to be realized upon completion of construction or shortly thereafter.  In this case, construction is expected to be completed in 2013, so 2015 was selected as the design year for the comparison of the Build Alternative to the No-build scenario.

What will be done to address climate change?
The project would have the following greenhouse gas emissions reducing benefits:

· Separating merging movements from the mainline of traffic and removing the bottleneck at the La Fonda Avenue overcrossing would improve overall traffic flow thereby reducing emissions of CO2 in the corridor.

· Improved freeway conditions would reduce diversion to local arterial streets, improving local accessibility and reducing vehicle miles of travel.

· Improved transit operational efficiency and Highway 1/17 Express Bus access to the Soquel Park-and-Ride Lot would positively affect transit users by decreasing transit costs and corridor delay.

· Increased pedestrian and bicycle accessibility crossing Highway 1 at La Fonda Avenue will encourage the use of these alternative modes.  

· New five-foot sidewalks, curb, and gutter constructed in the gaps between existing sidewalk segments on Rooney Street and Morrissey Boulevard between Elk Street and San Juan Avenue would also increase pedestrian accessibility in the vicinity of the Morrissey Boulevard interchange.
What permits and approvals have been obtained?
USFWS

A Biological Opinion was issued in April 2009 from U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

US Army Corps of Engineers 
Section 404 Nationwide Permit for filling or dredging in waters of the United States, obtained Feb. 24, 2011
Wetland Jurisdictional Determination obtained

California Department of Fish and Game

Section 1600 Streambed Alteration Agreement, obtained Jan. 4, 2011
Regional Water Quality Control Board
Section 401 Water Quality Certification, was obtained Feb. 3, 2011
Preconstruction biology surveys to occur for:

Foothill yellow-legged frog and southwestern pond turtle surveys; nesting bird and bat surveys; Special status plant species surveys; California red-legged frog surveys

Tree Removal and Migratory Bird Treaty Act compliance questions?
Tree Removal will be scheduled outside the nesting season (Feb. 15 to August 31). Vegetation removal in potential nesting habitats shall be monitored and documented by the biological Monitor(s) regardless of time of year.

Explain the biological mitigation required?
A Habitat Mitigation and Monitoring Plan accompanied the permit applications, so required coordination with regulatory agencies (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regional Quality Control Board, and California Department of Fish and Game). The 
Plan addresses mitigation for all temporary and permanent jurisdictional impacts caused by the project. Temporary impacts will be mitigated on-site within the highway right-of-way. Permanent impacts will be mitigated off-site at the Upper Watsonville Slough Manabe Wetlands Restoration site through an in-lieu fee process (with construction dollars).  The Plan indicates that with 0.04 acres of permanent impacts to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers/Regional Water Quality Control Board jurisdictional wetlands, mitigated at a 3:1 ratio, 0.12 acres would be required off-site. In addition, with 0.507 acres of permanent impacts to California Department of Fish and Game jurisdictional area, mitigated at a 3:1 ratio, 1.52 acres would be required.

What is the relationship of this project to the Highway 1/17 Merge Lanes Project?

The two projects are separate, providing independent congestion relief along the corridor. From the motorist’s perspective, the southbound outside merge lane,  completed as part of the Highway 1/17 Merge Lanes Project, would be extended 0. 3 miles from north of the La Fonda Avenue overcrossing to the Soquel Avenue exit ramp, extending that southbound lane  a total length of 1.6 miles from Highway 17. 
Could the Soquel/Morrissey project also experience a delay between construction and landscape work as the 1/17 project did?  No.  The 1/17 planting project was split-off from the roadway project as a separate contract, and then landscape funding was delayed for almost two years by the California Transportation Commission (CTC). On the Soquel to Morrissey project, roadway work and landscaping will be part of the same contract.  Funding for the combined contract will be authorized all at once, prior to any roadway work beginning.

Is the landscaping for the adjacent Highway 1/17 Merge Lanes Project complete?

Website:
  http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist05/projects/scr_1_17/
· The irrigation system as well as all of the plants and trees have been installed for this project
· A plant establishment/maintenance contract is in place for 3 years
· Contract completion date: October 2013
Where can the public submit comments at this time?


G. William “Trais” Norris, III, Senior Environmental Planner 

California Department of Transportation


Environmental Planning, Unit 189


2015 E. Shields, Suite 100


Fresno, CA 93726

via e-mail to: trais_norris@dot.ca.gov
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