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PENINSULA JOINT POWERS BOARD CALTRAIN PENINSULA CORRIDOR 
ELECTRIFICATION  PROJECT  

 

ISSUE:  
 
Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, provide comments in response to the Notice of 
Preparation (NOP) that an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) will be prepared for the Peninsula 
Joint Powers Board Caltrain Peninsula Corridor Electrification Project (Project)? 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Staff recommends that the Commission make no comments regarding the environmental issues 
to be addressed in the EIR.  However, staff recommends that a letter be sent to the Peninsula 
Corridor Joint Powers Board (JPB) that states:  

 
− The Commission has no comments with respect to the project’s purpose and need, the 

alternatives to be studied, the impacts to be evaluated, and the evaluation methods used.  
− The Commission recommends that in light of the previous environmental review conducted for 

this project and due to the environmental benefits of the proposed project to reduce noise, 
improve regional air quality and reduce regional greenhouse gas emissions, the JPB place as 
much reliance as practicable on the previous EIR to reduce project costs and ensure timely 
delivery of the electrification infrastructure and service.  

− The Commission recommends that the JPB and its partners identify and secure the necessary 
funding to complete the project.   

− If, in the future, funds or other actions under the purview of the Commission are anticipated, 
notification should be provided to the Commission as a Responsible Agency.  

 
BACKGROUND:   
 
The JPB is the designated lead agency overseeing the environmental review for this project.  In 2004 
a Draft EIR was completed for the project and in 2009 a final EIR was completed. The 2009 FEIR 
was not certified due to the need to resolve issues regarding joint planning for shared use of the 
Caltrain corridor for Caltrain service and for future high-speed rail (HSR) service. The purpose of  
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this NOP is to gain input into the scope and environmental information for the project due to 
changes in the existing conditions along the corridor since prior EIR analyses were conducted. The 
purpose of the NOP is also to update the environmental and cumulative analysis of blended service 
with HSR and existing tenant passenger and freight rail operators.  
 
The proposed project consists of electrification of the Caltrain Peninsula Corridor, a total distance of 
approximately 51 miles, from its current northern terminus at the San Francisco Caltrain Station at 
Fourth and King Streets in the City of San Francisco to approximately 2 miles south of the Tamien 
Station in San Jose. The proposed project will install electrification infrastructure to convert Caltrain 
from diesel hauled units to Electric Multiple Units (EMU).  

 
In addition to the proposed project, a No-Electrification (no project) alternative will also be 
considered. The lead agency has initially determined that the following topics will be included for 
evaluation in the DEIR: Aesthetics/Visual Resources, Air Quality, Biological Resources, 
Archaeological/Historic Resources, Energy, Geology and Soils, Greenhouse Gas Emissions and 
Climate Change, Electromagnetic Interference/Electromagnetic Fields, Hazardous Waste and 
Materials, Hydrology and Water Quality, Land Use and Planning, Noise and Vibration, Population 
and Housing, Public Services and Utilities, Safety, Socioeconomics and Environmental Justice, and 
Traffic and Circulation. 
 
The environmental phase of the project is funded with a combination of Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) and local funds. The entire project is estimated to cost approximately $1.225 
billion, of which approximately $785 million will fund infrastructure costs and approximately $440 
million will fund rolling stock acquisition. The project will be financed through a combination of 
local, state, and federal sources. 
 
Attachment: 
Notice of Preparation 
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