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ISSUE:  
 
Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, accept the Final Environmental Impact 
Report (FEIR), Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding Considerations for the Auburn-
Folsom Road Widening Project in Placer County and approve the project for future consideration 
of funding? 

 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Staff recommends that the Commission accept the FEIR, Findings of Fact and Statement of 
Overriding Considerations and approve the project for future consideration of funding. 

 
BACKGROUND:    
 
The County of Placer (County) is the CEQA lead agency for the project. The project is located on 
Auburn-Folsom Road in the Granite Bay area of Placer County. The project will widen Auburn-
Folsom Road from two to four lanes for a distance of approximately two miles, from the 
Placer/Sacramento County line north to Douglas Boulevard. The project will also improve and 
install traffic signals, medians, Class II bikeways, pedestrian ADA upgrades, and other roadway 
improvements. The FEIR for the project was approved and certified by the Placer County Board of 
Supervisors on June 22, 2004.  

 
The FEIR determined that impacts related to Visual Resources/Aesthetics would be significant and 
unavoidable as follows: 
 
• Visual Resources/Aesthetics impacts relate to degradation of visual quality resulting from tree 

removal. The full project roadway widening is anticipated to require the removal of 346-389 
trees. Although mitigation was included in the project, including tree re-planting and re-
vegetation of the project area, the visual and aesthetic impacts remain significant and 
unavoidable.  
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The County adopted the FEIR, Findings of Fact and a Statement of Overriding Considerations for 
the project on June 22, 2004.  The County found that there were several benefits that outweigh the 
unavoidable adverse environmental effects of the project.  These benefits include, but are not limited 
to: enhanced public accessibility throughout the region, provision of necessary capacity for 
anticipated increases in traffic volume in the project area, improved multi-modal safety along 
Auburn Folsom Road, and enhanced regional cooperation by connecting with improvements that are 
being constructed by the City of Folsom. The County established a Mitigation Monitoring Program 
to ensure that the mitigation measures specified for the project are implemented. 
 
On January 16, 2013, the County provided written confirmation that the preferred alternative set 
forth in the final environmental document is consistent with the project programmed by the 
Commission. The County also confirmed that the 2004 FEIR remains valid and that there are no new 
impacts requiring mitigation identified since adoption of the FEIR in 2004.  

 
The project will be constructed in four phases. The first three phases have been constructed. The 
fourth and final phase of the project will widen Auburn-Folsom Road from two to four lanes 
between Bell Road and Douglas Boulevard for a distance of approximately 0.9 miles and is 
programmed in the SLPP program of projects.  

 
Phase 4 of the project is estimated to cost $7,720,000 and is funded with SLPP ($1,000,000) and 
Local ($6,720,000) funds. Construction is estimated to begin in fiscal year 2012/13.   

 
Attachment  
• Resolution E-13-17 
• Findings of Fact & Statement of Overriding Considerations 
• Project Location 



CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Resolution for Future Consideration of Funding  
03 – Placer County 
Resolution E-13-17    

 
 
1.1 WHEREAS, the County of Placer (County) has completed a Final Environmental 

Impact Report pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and 
the CEQA Guidelines for the following project: 

 
• Auburn-Folsom Road Widening Project 

 
1.2 WHEREAS, the County has certified that the Final Environmental Impact Report 

has been completed pursuant to CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines for its 
implementation; and 

 
1.3 WHEREAS, the project will widen Auburn-Folsom Road from two to four lanes for a 

distance of approximately two miles, from the Placer/Sacramento County line north to 
Douglas Boulevard and will improve and install traffic signals, medians, Class II 
bikeways, pedestrian ADA upgrades, and other roadway improvements; and 

 
1.4 WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a Responsible Agency, 

has considered the information contained in the Final Environmental Impact 
Report; and 

 
1.5 WHEREAS, Findings of Fact made pursuant to CEQA guidelines indicate that 

specific unavoidable significant impacts related to visual resources/aesthetics make 
it infeasible to avoid or fully mitigate to a less than significant level the effects 
associated with the project; and 

 
1.6 WHEREAS, the County adopted a Statement of Overriding Considerations for the 

project; and 
 
1.7 WHEREAS, the County adopted a Mitigation Monitoring Program for the project; 

and 
 
1.8  WHEREAS, the above significant effects are acceptable when balanced against the facts 

as set forth in the Statement of Overriding Considerations. 
 
2.1  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation 

Commission does hereby accept the Final Environmental Impact Report, Findings of Fact 
and Statement of Overriding Considerations and approve the above referenced project to 
allow for future consideration of funding. 

 













































 
AUBURN FOLSOM ROAD WIDENING, NORTH PHASE 

 
PROJECT LOCATION MAP 
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